
Parents may choose to employ a someone to look after their children in their own homes for a 
variety of  reasons:

•	 irregular parental working hours
•	 childrens’ toys, clothes and food easily accessible
•	 children comforted by familiar surroundings
•	 greater parental input into daily activities/routines
•	 siblings can be cared for as a group
•	 children with additional needs requiring specialised equipment / expertise
•	 childcare is still available when children are sick

However, unlike other forms of  childcare, the majority of  these providers are not regulated 
and inspected by the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW). Blaenau Gwent 
Family Information Service has provided this guide to enable parents to confidently employ a 
home based childcare provider and also to inform parents of  the Voluntary Approval Scheme 
available to Homebased  Childcare providers in Wales.

What type of  homebased childcare would best suit you?
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Guide to Homebased Childcare



Voluntary Approval Scheme

Other things you should know

If  you know who you want to
provide your childcare

Finding an approved
homebased childcare provider

By using a homebased childcare provider who is approved under this scheme parents can be reassured 
that the person being employed has met the minimum requirements, including an enhanced Criminal 
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Questions (continued)

Other Considerations

Checklist

Employing a Babysitter?

�� What do you think are the qualities needed to be a good nanny?
�� 'HVFULEH�KRZ�\RX�XSGDWH�SDUHQWV�RQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQV¶�GHYHORSPHQW���DFKLHYHPHQWV�
�� How many days sick leave have you had in the past year?
�� +DYH�\RX�JRW�D�SDUWQHU"��,I�LW�LV�D�OLYH�LQ�SRVLWLRQ²GLVFXVV�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�YLVLWLQJ�
�� :KDW�VRUW�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�ZRXOG�\RX�GR�ZLWK�P\�FKLOGUHQ"
�� Where would you take my children on outings?
�� $UH�\RX�D�VPRNHU"
�� How would you describe a typical day?
�� :KDW�H[SHULHQFH�GR�\RX�KDYH�RI�SUHSDULQJ�ERWWOHV�ZHDQLQJ�SRWW\� WUDLQLQJ�GLVFLSOLQLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�

SUHSDULQJ�IRU�VFKRRO"
�� &DQ�\RX�JLYH�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�XQDFFHSWDEOH�EHKDYLRXU�DQG�H[SODLQ�KRZ�\RX�ZRXOG�GHDO�ZLWK�WKLV"�

�([SORUH�UXOHV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�EHKDYLRXU�PDQDJHPHQW�
�� What would you do in an emergency?
�� :KHQ�GLG�\RX�ODVW�XSGDWH�\RXU�¿UVW�DLG�WUDLQLQJ"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�KDG�WR�XVH�LW"
�� :KDW�W\SH�RI�IRRG�ZRXOG�\RX�FRRN�IRU�RXU�FKLOGUHQ"
�� Would you consider becoming an approved homebased childcare provider?
�� :LOO�\RX�EH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�RWKHU�IDPLOLHV"

(Always check references, photographic identification, criminal records bureau checks, 
first aid certificates, driving licence, qualification certificates)

7KH�163&&�UHFRPPHQGV�WKDW�\RX�RQO\�HPSOR\�EDE\VLWWHUV�RYHU����\HDUV�ROG��DV�DQ\RQH�\RXQJHU�WKDQ�
���FDQQRW�EH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�QHJOHFW�RU�LOO�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHLU�FDUH��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�LI�FRQFHUQV�
arise you could be charged with neglect.

�� /LVWHQ�WR�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��,I�WKH\�DUH�QRW�KDSS\�ZLWK�\RXU�FKRLFH��¿QG�VRPHRQH�HOVH�
�� 8VH�D�UHJLVWHUHG�FKLOGPLQGHU�RU�DQ�DSSURYHG�KRPHEDVHG�FKLOGFDUH�SURYLGHU�DV�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�

XQGHUWDNHQ�D�&ULPLQDO�5HFRUGV�%XUHDX�&KHFN��KDYH�¿UVW�DLG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�KDYH�SRWHQWLDOO\�
PRUH�H[SHULHQFH�WKDQ�QRQ�UHJLVWHUHG�FDQGLGDWHV�

�� &RQWDFW�WKH�)DPLO\�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6HUYLFH�RQ��������������IRU�D�OLVW�RI�FKLOGPLQGHUV�RU�DSSURYHG�
homebased childcare providers who provide babysitting services in your area.

0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�FKHFNHG�WKH�EDE\VLWWHU¶V�UHIHUHQFHV�E\�FDOOLQJ�WKHP�SHUVRQDOO\�
(QVXUH�\RX�KDYH�HQRXJK�WLPH�EHIRUH�OHDYLQJ�VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�VKRZ�\RXU�EDE\VLWWHU�DURXQG�DQG�LQIRUP�
WKHP�RI�KRXVH�UXOHV��H�J��ZKHUH�WKH�IRRG�QDSSLHV�SODVWHUV�DUH�NHSW�DQG�OHW�WKHP�NQRZ�WKH�FKLOGUHQV¶�
URXWLQHV�
$OZD\V�OHW�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�NQRZ�WKDW�D�EDE\VLWWHU�LV�FRPLQJ�DQG�ZKDW�\RX�H[SHFW�IURP�WKH�EDE\VLWWHU�
DQG�IURP�WKHP�
(QVXUH� WKDW� WKH� EDE\VLWWHU� NQRZV� ZKHUH� \RX� DUH� JRLQJ� DQG� KDV� D� FRQWDFW� QXPEHU� �PRELOH� DQG�
ODQGOLQH���,I�SRVVLEOH�OHDYH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�FRQWDFW�ZKR�FDQ�FRPH�TXLFNO\�LI�H[WUD�KHOS�
is needed.
$JUHH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�EH�DEVHQW��RYHUHVWLPDWH�LI�QHFHVVDU\��
0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�IRU�WKH�EDE\VLWWHU�VKRXOG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�EH�LOO��XSVHW�DIWHU�\RX�
UHWXUQ�DQG�\RX�UHTXLUH�VRPH�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

$�EDE\VLWWHU�VKRXOG�RQO\�EH�HPSOR\HG�IRU�DG�KRF�LQIUHTXHQW�FDUH�RI�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��IRU�FKLOGFDUH�ZKLFK�LV�UHTXLUHG�
RQ�D�PRUH�UHJXODU�EDVLV�SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�9ROXQWDU\�$SSURYDO�6FKHPH�DQG�(PSOR\LQJ�D�1DQQ\�VHFWLRQV�


